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of their report, which was afterwards largely
followed in forming the Japanese system of
education.

When the embassy returned home he was
urged to accompany it. He could have entered
on a brilliant career in Government service in
Japan, but he says : "I had a day dream to
found a Christian college, I used to express my
intense desire to found it. I kept it within myself
and prayed over it." When he attended the
annual meeting of the American Board of Foreign
Missions in America in 1874 he came to the
platform on the last clay of the meeting and
pleaded with tears for Japan. At the close of
his address about five thousand dollars were
subscribed on the spot to found a Christian
college in Japan. That generous subscription
of American friends made possible the founding
of the present Doshislia, which is now recognized
as the best and largest Christian college in Japan.

In 1874 Neesima returned to Japan, after
ten years' absence. When urged by his old
friends in the embassy to take a permanent
Government position, he replied: " Suppose I
should take a Government position, how much
benefit could I give to Japan ? Certainly very
little. On the contrary, if I educate my young
men and women here in this place, and produce
hundreds and thousands of Neesimas who can